
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350

IN REPLY REFER TO

OPNAVI’NST 50CO. 39A
OD–221C

CPNAV INS’I’RUCTION 5000.39A.—

From: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj : Change or Exchange of Command of Nuclear Powered
Ships; rc:port of

Ref: (a) Us. Navy Regulations ]973, Article fj~p-/ (R
(b) OPNAVINST C3(?O0.5C, Operation of Nuclear (R

Powered Ships (U)
(c) DOD Directive 5000.19 of 17 Mar 76 (NOThT,) (A

Encl : (1) Engineering Department Cklange of Comm?nd
Jrlspection List

L

1. Purpose. TO estzibl.ish the requirement that a description of
ill signific~nt deficiencies related to the propulsion plcnts of (R
n~~;’tilnuclear powered ships be included in the report of all
chinges or exchanges of command of these ships.

‘). . Carlcellz’tie:’l.OPNAVINST 500(. ~9. (PI

-,
.>. Background. Refer~nce (a) requires thdt upon occesiotl of :!
change of command, an inspection al]d report of the condition of
the command sk]all be made to the immediate superior with copies
b.O th(~ Fleet Commander in Chief znd intermediate superiors. (i?
Reports containing unsatisfactory or advc’rse conditions must be
submitted to thti Chief of Naval Op~Jrations, via the chain of
.:omrn(:nd~ with a copy direct to the Fleet Commandt:r in Chi>f con-
cerned. Referellce (b) assigns the responsibility for res(arcll,
development , terhnical assistance, and all aspects of reactor
safety related to naval nuclear propulsion plants to the
~“omm~nder~ Nav?l Sea Systems Comma]~d (in cooperation with the
Deputy Assistant: Secretary for Nav,;l Reactors, Department of
E]]crgy).

4. Discussion. In recognition of the special procedures
required to insure the health and safety of the crews and of t}je
general public, it is necessary that all deficiencies associated
with navz.1 nuclear propulsion plants be idz:ntified ?nd corr~cted
in ? Limcly and responsible manner. Accor~lingly, it is appto-
p~i~te th?t the report submitted iricident to a change or
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exctiange of command of these ships shall include a detailed
listing of all significant deficiencies which exist in the propul- (R
sion plant at the time of the cl)ange or exchange of commslld.
Copies of this leport z(rc required by the Deputy CornmcincleL-for
Nuclear Propulsion, Naval Sea Systems Command, in olc!er to (R
support that commandts responsibilities in connection witkl the
safety of naval nuclear propulsion plants. This requirement to
include a listing of significant propulsion plant deficiencies
applies only to naval nuclear powered ships and does not super–
sede or replace ottler requirements of reference (a) or other
lcForts wtlich m:y be required incic!ent to change or exchange of
command .

5. ?ction. A list of significant deficiencies found to exist in (R
tile propulsion plants of nuclear powered ships shall be included
in the report of all changes or exchanges of command of these
.sI]ips. The following requirements are established to provide
irlstructions for the preparation and submission of tklis report.

,? ● A comprci,ensive and complete material and administ[~t ive
inspection of tl,e engineering department ancl spaces shall b~ con–
ducted during tile turnover period Frior to the officiel cl]ange of
command. This inspection shall encompass, whenever possible,
observations of the propulsion plant in bet}] operating and shut-
down conditions. An official and detailed listing skiall be -
compiled during this inspection ~~hich sklall include all met.e~iel
defects, :.dministrativc deficiencies, personnel readiness or
training limitations, matters of cleanliness and preserv~tion,
and status of major unaccomplished repairs, maintenance and
alterations appliczible to the propulsion plant. Enclosure (1)
provides a minimum listing of specific items to be inspected.

b. The comm~nding officer being relieved shall cause the
inspection to be accomplished and the list of deficiencies to be
pte~drd. ‘1’he ~clieving commanding officer shall particip,lte in
the inspection of the engineering department to the degree
necessary to assure accuracy and completeness of the list of
items developed from the inspection. The r~lieving commanding
officer shall bc required and permitted to contribute such
additional matters as considered warranted from independent
observations.

c. ‘i’hecommanding officer being relieved shall develop G
list of significant deficiencies from the inspection and shall
include the listing in th~ report of relief. By endorsement to
the report of chznge of command, the relieving commanding officer
shall accept the listing of signifi(:ant cleficiencies as being
complete and definitive or shall conment on or add such addit-
ional items as are considered warranted. ‘lhe commanding
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officer’s signature to the report shall be certification tljat the
engineering department conditions are satisfactory except as
noted. Copies of such reports will be forwarded to the Deputy
Comrn<tnder for Nuclear Propulsion, Naval Se(~ Systems Commi’nd, in
addition t.oother required distribution.

~. RepoL’t. This report is exempt from repotts control by (A
—- .—

reference (c) .

,., , ,-!4,/7, ,:

p:: ;: :- ,, I ,.

(:.:: ‘. ~

I?istribut.ion:
SNDL 21A (1’lt:etCommt~n6ers in Chief)

22 (Fleet Commanders)
24A (Naval Air Force Commt,llders)
24D (Surface Fot-ce Commanders)
24G (Subma~ine Fo~c!e Commdndcrs)
26P (Submarine Refit Training GrouF)
28A (Car~ier Cloup)
2&J3 (Crbiser-Do!st.toyel- GroI-Ap)
28C (Sulfac!e Group and Force Repl-esentetive)
2PK (SubmaL”ine Group and Squadron)
29A (Guided Nissile Cruisers (CG) , (CGN)) (CCN only)

us:
USS
us:
us:
Uss
Uss
us:
Uss,
Pcc

LONG BEA(:H (CGN–9)
BAINBRIDGE (CGN-25)
TRUXTLJN (CGN-35)
CALIFORNIA (CGN 36)
S~UTil CAR@LINA (CCN 37)

VIRGINIA (CGN 38)
TEXAS (CCN 39)
MISSISSIPPI (CGN 40)
ARKANSAS (CGN 41)

29E (Attack Aircraft Carriers (CV) , (CVN) ) (CVN only)
USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 6?)
USS NIMITZ (CVN 68)
US:; ENTERPRISE (CVN 65)
PCC CARL VINSON (CVN-70)

~~N (Submarines (SSN))
29Q (klect ballistic Missile Submarines (SSBN))
29S (Research Submarine (Nuclear) (NR))

copy to:
SNDL A4AL (CHNAVMAT)

A5 (Bureaus)
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Distribution (continued):
FKA1 (NAVSEASYSCOMHQ) (08 only)
FKAIG (NAVSUPSYSCOMHQ) (NPPS-0721/CL only) (2)

op’s 00, 09, 02, 22, 03, 32, 39, 05, 5S, and 75

Stocked:
co , NAVPUBFORMCEN
5801 Tabor Ave.
Phila., PA 19120 (loo)

-
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Engineering Department Chang e of Command Inspection List

General. All abnormalities, unsatisfactory conditions or
deficiencies noted during the inspection of the following
items shall be listed and significant deficiencies included (R

in the change of command report. If any deficiencies
identified are of such a nature as to be considered by the
relieving commanding officer or any superior as an
unsatisfactory :ondition, the cllanqe of command report
sht~ll be submitted via the chain of commanil as prescribed
in reference (a) .

10 Administration

A. J?revenLive Maintenance Program

1. Revi?w records to determine if they are in
accordance with current i:lstructions.

2.. Review preventive maintenance items. List any
that are overdue.

B. Publications
L

1. lnv~ntory technical manuals to determine that
required reference material is on board ancl that changes
are up-to-date and properly entered.

2. Che:k all volumes of tile Reactor Plant Manual
for conditions and entry of latest changes.

{’- ● Loq S

1. Review the Engineering Log.

2. Review primary and secondary cl~emistry logs,
.~raphs, records, and reports.

3. Conduct an inventory and audit of radioactive
and fissionable material receipt and transfer. Review all
records associated witk] radioactive dischar:3e or transfer
of radioactive material.

4. Review the Propulsion Plant Status File and the
Equipment Status Log.

D. Inspec%~3ion Documents
+& :;

1. Review applicable portions of the report of tl>eL
most recent Operational Reactor Safeguards Examination and

Enclosure (1)
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the status of corrective action.

2. Review latest INSURV Eoard of l[)SIJeCtiOn

rkport. Summarize status of corrective acl:ions required.

> Review ~Fplicable portions of [:hemosL l“ec~t]~
Cof:mlandl;lspection Report and status of corrective actior:.

E. Conduct an audit of all current tagout documents.

A’ ~. Review’ Enqineerir]g Department Organization Manual .
JJoL2 and list LIny d~viation from, or lack !.~fcomplitince
witn, tile Lngincering Department Mdnual for Naval Nuclear
Pro[>ulsion Plal~ts (NAV2H1PS 0989-019-2000) or other direc-
tives of k~igher authority.

* G. Revieh radiation hedlth program including results
of latest audit.

* Ii. Review

procedures.

11. Personnel

* A. Complement

1. corTl~.Lire~.ssigned persoonel , by rate ,+13(1Navy
Enliste(i Classification code, against ship’s authorized
allowance.

2. Review personnel receipts and transfers pend–
ing, tour completion date:;, allowar]ce change recjuest.s, anl
rel(-]cecjnlatter~.

1.. Review qualification records a,ld not,? J[’IYdlS–
cre>encies.i Comp6re level of indi’<idual qualifications
ticllieve(~witl] rate .~nd time on boa[-d.

7 , Lis~. ?ny [~.rsonrlel dt~linquent .IIqualification.

\
., . Reb iLIW toL/,i numbers oi person[lel qualified for

eii~l]w.~!:chstatiun to (!etcrmine ~bility to satisfactorily
1:1e n a 3-sectiori underw.;y finciinport watc}l.

-

4. Review biellni,~l requalificatio;i program atld
~tat.us t~f periodic Wdtcil requdlifi~;ation o: personnel
dssigned. List [JersOrIIlel o~~rrjue for re:~ujlification.

-

.Enclosure (1)
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6. Review sLdtIIs of qualification of Welders and
Engineerincj Laboratory}’ Tcchnicitins.

‘),.. Revi+w Lrfii!linq records for adequacy and
c}]orolljhne.ss.

(.; . Conduci aI-Iinsp&c Lien of t.luid sys:ems payif]g par-

ticular ~ttelitior, to:

2?. HZitl.j L’l.”S — ‘J~L-i~Y thiit installc(! hdngers are
K,roperly Connel.te<, r~silient mounts are not sound shorted,
znd there fire JIOmissing :larii~~ or fasteners.

Enclosure (1)
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4. Valves - inspect for items such as:

a. Missing or damaged valve caps, valve cap
vent plugs, o–rings, hand wheels, and locking devices.

b. Permanent identification by system valve
number and proper color coding of hand wheels.

c. Location and proper storage of tools
required for oFerating valves.

5. Sound Snorts - inspect resilient mounted compon-
ents for sound sl]orts caused by improper stokage, unauthor-
ized attachments, improper preservation of mounts,
improperly installed ground straps, or similar defic-
iencies. Verify that solidly mounted piping or equip–
ment is not improperly in contact with sound isolated
machinery.

6. Cleanliness – inspect for the presence of
clogged drain funnels or bilge suctions, salt deposits or
verdigris on components, and opaque gauge glasses.

D. Conduct an inspection of electrical panels, paying
particular attention to:

1. Cleanliness - inspect for presence of foreign
material or adrift hardware.

2. Nameplates and markers – inspect for illegible,
missing, broken, and painted over nameplates.

3. Miscellaneous – inspect for broken switches,
inoperative or uncalibrated meters, missing fuses, and
unautl!orized attachments to panels.

F4 . Conduct a below-decks inspection, paying particular
attention to sto~age, cleanliness, and absence of
unauthorized alterations.

F . Inspect preservation, particularly of foundations
and bilges.

G. Review status of equipage and spare parts and note
any shortages.

Notes

1. Asterisks (*) indic~te those items not applicable to
SSEIN crew exchange.

-

-
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2. For ships organized with separate Engineering and
Reactor Departments, inspection requiremerlts listed
above for the Engineering Department shall similarly
apply to the Reactor Department.

L
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