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OPNAV | NSTRUCTI ON 3700. 19D

From Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: FOREIGN M LI TARY AND STATE Al RCRAFT LANDI NG
CLEARANCE PROCEDURES

Ref: (a) SECNAVI NST 3770.1C of 15 Dec 92 (NOTAL)

(b) Federal Aviation Act of 1958, § 1108 (a) (as
amended), 49 U S.C. 40103 (d) (2003)

(c) Mnutes of 1951 Meeting, Permanent Joint Board on
Def ense, Reconmendati on No. 5 (NOTAL)

(d) Part 1, Annex A, Permanent Joint Board on
Def ense, Meeting 124, 16 JUN 69 (NOTAL)

(e) Exchange of Notes, May 27, 1993, U S.-G.Brit.,
T.1.A S 12237

(f) Agreenment on Miutual Defense Conmm tnents, Dec. 1,
1995, U.S.-Austl., art.5, T.I.A S, 12704

(g) DoD Financi al Managenent Regul ation, 7000. 14-R,
Vol . 15, ch. 4 of APR 02.

1. Purpose. To reissue clearance requirenents for |anding
and servicing at U S. Navy and Marine Corps installations
for mlitary and state aircraft owned by a foreign
governnment with which the United States naintains

di plomatic relations and to outline procedures used to
obtai n such cl earance.

2. Cancellation. OPNAVI NST 3700. 19C.

3. Scope. This instruction applies to those aircraft
owned and operated by or for a mlitary organization or

ot her agency of a foreign governnent, provided such
operation is not for conmercial purposes. Use of U S. Navy
and Marine Corps installations by all other non-DoD
aircraft is governed by reference (a). (Note: Normally,
aircraft operated under contract for a governnent agency or
organi zati on, donestic or foreign, regardl ess of purpose,
fall under the provisions of reference (a). An exception
may be granted when the aircraft is transporting a Head of
State or conparabl e personage when deternmned to be in the
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best interests of the U S. Government and U.S. Navy/ Mri ne
Cor ps) .

4. Background. Navigation in the sovereign airspace of
the United States by foreign aircraft is specifically
prohi bited by reference (b) without the prior authorization
of the Secretary of State. The U S. Navy/ Mari ne Corps
further restricts landings at U S. Navy and Mari ne Corps
installations to U. S. Governnent aircraft, other aircraft
as may be authorized in accordance wth reference (a) and
to mlitary or state aircraft of friendly foreign
governnments. Such foreign flights are usually authorized
on a case-by-case basis when they are determined to be in
the best interest of the United States and the U. S.

Navy/ Mari ne Cor ps.

5. Nornmal C earance Procedures. Requests for clearance by
foreign mlitary or state aircraft to land at U S

Navy/ Mari ne Corps installations in the United States, U. S.
possessions, and territories adm nistered by the United
States with respect to foreign relations, are to be
submtted by the Naval or Air Attaché of the respective
forei gn enbassy in Washington, D.C. to the Chief of Naval
Qperations (CNO), (Assistant for Foreign Liaison (N2L)).

At the sanme time, clearance fromthe State Departnent is
required for overflight of territory concerned. Requests
for clearance to | and at Navy/ Marine Corps installations
situated in third countries are submtted to the CNO (N2L)
for Navy Departnent clearance. State Departnent diplomatic
cl earance is not required in such cases; however, third

country diplomatic clearance is required. It is the
requesting country’s responsibility to obtain such
clearance. |If the flight appears to be operationally

feasible and is determned to be politically acceptable to
the Departnent of the Navy (and State Departnent when
cognizant for flights to the U S.), CNOw Il advise, via
nessage, the appropriate Navy/ Marine Corps conmands and the
enbassy concerned that the flight is approved. Approval,
however, is subject to the concurrence of the second
echel on commander, or, in the case of Marine Corps

instal lati ons, the Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMO).

6. Blanket C earance Procedures. For admnistrative
conveni ence and/or as a result of bilateral arrangenents in
effect wwth certain foreign governnents, blanket |anding
aut hori zations will be issued by CNO. These bl anket
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cl earances provide for abbrevi ated cl earance procedures, by
flight advisory, directly to the installation concerned
with “information only” notification to CNO. Bl anket

cl earances wll usually be issued by nessage and w ||
remain valid for a specific time period (usually 1 cal endar
year). Blanket clearance will normally be subject to the
foll ow ng conditions:

a. Seventy-two hours advance notice prior to |anding
by either flight advisory or Prior Perm ssion Requirenent
(PPR), where appropriate.

b. Aircraft commanders must apprise base commanders,
via Base Qperations as appropriate, of their known
requi renents and flight plan details, and refer to the
appropriate Navy Landi ng Aut horizati on Nunmber (NALAN)
Bl anket Cl earance in all comunicati ons.

c. Landing authorization my be withdrawn at any tine
by the base commander or higher authority if so dictated by
base | oadi ng or operational requirenents.

d. Arrival tines should be adjusted to conformto
Custons and Agricul ture Departnment working hours (where
appropriate) and to fueling and nai nt enance support hours.

e. Only normal aircraft services and billeting will be
aut hori zed, as feasible.

7. Special clearances. Certain countries have speci al

| ong- st andi ng agreenents allowi ng for utilization of U S
mlitary installations for routine flights, provided they
do not interfere with U S. operational commtnents.
(Fl'ights controversial in nature, having political
overtones, VIPS, hazardous material (HAZMAT), extended
operations froma base, etc., require prior clearance from
CNO). These agreenents are permanent until abrogated by
one of the parties; consequently, there will not be a
periodic notification of renewal. 1In the absence of
specific clearance fromCNO, it may be assuned that
aircraft fromthe nations bel ow are operating under the
auspi ces of a special clearance agreenent.

a. Canada may utilize U S. mlitary installations in
the United States, its possessions or territories, as
established by references (c) and (d).
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b. The United Kingdommay utilize U S. mlitary
installations in the United States, its possessions or
territories, as established by reference (e).

c. Australia may utilize U S, mlitary installations
inthe United States, its possessions or territories, as
established by reference (f).

NOTE: These special clearances do not preenpt CMC, second
echel on commander, or base commander prerogative to deny
access to an installation when so dictated by operational
requi renents or political/policy considerations.

8. (Cearance Notification. Upon request fromforeign Air

or Naval Attaché, CNO will issue a NALAN for each approved
flight or blanket clearance. This authorization will be
valid for a maxi num period of 5 days surrounding the
estimated tine of arrival. NALANs w !l be nunbered

sequentially throughout the cal endar year in order to serve
as a ready reference to the authorization nessage, and w ||
i nclude the foll ow ng information:

a. Nationality, service, type, and nunber of aircraft;
conplete flight itinerary with estimated tines of arrival
and departure; nunber and breakdown of crew, and purpose of
flight.

b. Services requested (i.e. custons, billeting, etc.)
and billing instructions.

c. Special requirenents or information (i.e. HAZMAT
and VI Ps enbarked). HAZMAT requiring enuneration is
defined as explosives of Class 1.1 through 1.4 and 6. 1.
Declaration wll list Cass, UN Nunber, and Net Expl osive

Quantity or Weight (NEQ NEW .

9. Action. Upon receipt of a NALAN, second echel on
commanders or CMC shoul d determ ne the operational
feasibility of acconmpdating the flight. Concurrence is to
be assuned unl ess ot herw se advi sed. Acconmodati on of
foreign mlitary aircraft should not be allowed to
interfere with operational commtments nor should it place
undue i nconveni ence upon installation personnel or
facilities. Should it prove infeasible to accommbdate a
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flight, or should problens result fromthe accommodati on of
a flight, the appropriate command echel on shoul d i nform CNO
(N2L) of the difficulty as soon as possible, and should
positively identify the aircraft and country invol ved.
Instal | ati on conmanders should inform CNO (N2L) via the
appropriate command echel on of anticipated tenporary non-
availability of certain facilities or services, or
extensive operational commtnents or base | oadi ng which
woul d affect the ability to accommbdate foreign mlitary
aircraft. Once a flight is approved, foreign mlitary
commanders wil|l be responsible for informng installation
commanders by flight advisory of schedul e changes, speci al
requirenents, etc., and should refer to their flight’s
NALAN in all flight advisories.

10. U. S. Defense Attaché Ofices (USDACs). As a general
practice, U S. Naval Attachés should not accept requests
for flight clearances fromforeign governnents, but shoul d
advi se the foreign governnent to forward such requests via
its enbassy in Washington, D.C

11. Uncl eared and Energency Landi ng. Unless otherw se
specifically directed by higher authority, installation
commanders wi Il deny | anding privileges to foreign mlitary
aircraft which have not been cleared in advance by CNO
except as provided by special clearances di scussed above.
However, energency |landings by foreign mlitary or state
aircraft are authorized if, in the opinion of the
installation commander, denial of a |anding request could
endanger the safety of the aircraft or its crew. Upon

| andi ng, the installation commander wll ascertain the
nature of the enmergency and/or particulars of the flight,
reason for non-clearance, etc., and will notify CNO via the
appropriate conmmand echel on.

12. Charges for Servicing. Normal aircraft handling wll
be provided wi thout charge for properly cleared foreign
mlitary or state aircraft. Chargeable services an
consunmabl e material, such as fuel and oil or special
handling, wll be billed in accordance with reference (g).

R B. PORTERFI ELD
By direction
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Di stribution:
SNDL A2A (Departnent of the Navy Staff O fices) (OPA
only
A6 (Headquarters, U S. Marine Corps)
21A (Fl eet Conmanders)
23A (Naval Force Commanders)
24A (Al r Force Commanders)
247 (Mari ne Corps Forces Comrands)
42A (Fl eet Air Commands)
50 (Unified Comrands)
C7 (U S. Defense Attaché Ofices)
FA5 (Construction Battalion Center)
FA6 (Air Station LANT)
FA7 (Station LANT)
FB6 (Air Facility PAC)
FB7 (Air Station PAC)
FB10 (Station PAC)
FC4 (Air Facility NAVEUR)
FKAL (Systens Command)
KCA1A ( NAVAI RSYSCOM
FT1 (NETC)
FT2 (Chi ef of Naval Air Training)
FT6 (Air Station NETC)
V3 (Marine Corps Air Base)
V4 (Marine Corps Air Facility)
V5 (Marine Corps Air Station)

OPNAV (NOO, NO9, NO9B, N3, N4, N41, N42, N43, N44, N5, N50,
N51, N55, N554, N6, N61, N611, N612, N613, N614,
N614, N642)

Chief of Staff, Air Force (CVA Il)
1670 Headquarters Air Force
Washi ngton, DC 20330-1670

Departnent of State (PM I SP)
Room 7428

2201 C Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20520
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