DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000

IN REPLY REFER TO

OPNAVI NST 3590. 18F
N863C
3 Apr 00

OPNAV | NSTRUCTI ON 3590. 18F

From Chief of Naval Operations
Subj i  ANNUAL SHI P- HELI COPTER SAFETY AWARDS

Ref:  (a) OPNAVI NST 3750.6Q ( NOTAL)
(b) OPNAVI NST 5100. 19D

1. Purpose. To issue policy and procedures for selection of
wi nners of the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO Annual Ship-
Hel i copter Safety Awards.

2. Cancel | ati on. OPNAVI NST 3590. 18E.

3. Policy. Safety awards described here will be presented
annually to air-capable ships in recognition of outstanding
hel i copter safety records. Ships selected nust have proven
saf ety performance records and aggressive helicopter safety
prograns which pronote safety consciousness and contri bute new
and constructive ideas in m shap prevention.

4. Type Award and Award Period. Each award will consist of a
CNO citation, tenporary custody of a |arge Ship-Helicopter
Safety Award plaque, and a plaque replica for permnent
custody. One award each will be made annually to a LAWMPS, CLF
and Anphi bi ous Air-Capable Ship. The annual award period wl|
be 1 January to 31 Decenber. Recipients of Annual Ship-
Hel i copter Safety Awards will retain the |arge plaques unti
the end of the next award peri od.

5. Sel ection Criteria. The awards will be based on a
conprehensi ve eval uation of the foll ow ng:

a. Enbarked detachnent and ship safety record versus
flight activity. Class A B, and C naval aircraft m shaps, as
defined in reference (a), nust be included in award subm ssion.
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Cl ass A and B naval ship m shaps, as defined in reference (b),
nmust al so be incl uded.

b. Contributions to ship's aviation safety program
subm tted by either ship's conpany or enbarked detachnent
personnel. Contributions may include, but are not limted to,
i deas or recommendations for any of the follow ng:

(1) Changes to operational procedures or techniques
concerning the total ship and aircraft system NATOPS,
NWP- 3-04. 1, Fleet and Type Conmander Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP), and other pertinent docunents.

(2) Inmprovenent of the helicopter type enbarked,
ground/ deck handling equi prent, or their utilization.

(3) Upgrades to ship's facilities, such as the flight
deck, hangar, |anding aids, firefighting system or procedures,
or survival equipnment.

(4) Helicopter safety articles and ideas for safety
posters submtted to the Commander, Naval Safety Center, or
ot her cogni zant organi zations will also be weighed (indicate
whet her the subm ssion has been published).

(5) Safety initiatives that have had a proven inpact on
the overall safety program for that specific unit or the Fleet.

c. Near-m shap reports, explosive mshap reports, safety
surveys conducted, and safety inprovenent itens brought forth
during the ship's safety council and comm ttee neetings will be
consi der ed.

d. The follow ng operational data:

(1) Inclusive dates helicopter detachnent enbarked and
nunber and type aircraft.

(2) Days underway with detachment enbarked.
(3) Days that enbarked detachnent operated aircraft.
(4) Total day flight hours.

(5) Total night flight hours.
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(6) Total day | andings nade by all helicopters on
reporting shinp.

(7) Total night Iandings made by all helicopters on
reporting ship.

(8) Total cargo transferred, expressed in tons.
(9) Total passengers transferred.

(10) Total nunber of tasked operational flight hours
(l'ist by m ssion area).

(11) Total nunber of training flight hours.

I ncl usi on of operational data should not be construed to nean
that selection of the safety award is based upon an

accurmul ation of flight hours, etc. However, operational
experience of the ship-helicopter team provides the context of
successful safety prograns.

6. Eligibility. All air-capable ships configured for vertical
repl eni shnment operations and operated with helicopter(s)

enbar ked during the award year will be eligible for award
consideration. |If a ship transfers between Type Commanders
during the award year, the ship will be eligible for the award
under the purview of the Type Commander wherein the majority of
t he ship-helicopter operations occurred. Three awards will be
i ssued, one each for a LAMPS capable, a CLF ship and one for an
Anmphi bi ous air-capable ship (other than those eligible to
conpete for the Flatley Award).

7. Action Required

a. Ships. Commanding officers of eligible air-capable
ships may initiate nom nation for the Ship-Helicopter Safety
Awar ds. Commandi ng officers shall submt nom nations and
conpl ete docunentati on based on the suggested Sel ection
Criteria, paragraph 5, to their respective Type Conmanders for
consi derati on.

b. Type Commanders. Type Commanders will forward their
top three choices for each category (LAMPS, CLF and Anphi bi ous
Ai r- Capabl e Ship) for the Ship-Helicopter Safety Awards. Type
Commanders shall forward nonmi nations with conplete
docunent ati on based on the suggested Selection Criteria,
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paragraph 5, and endorsenents to the Conmander, Naval Safety
Center by 15 February each year.

c. Commander, Naval Safety Center

(1) Convene a Ship-Helicopter Safety Awards Comm ttee
and forward recomendati ons with award packages for all
categories to the Chief of Naval Operations by 1 March.

(2) Provide engraved replicas of the Ship-Helicopter
Saf ety Award pl aques for the award cerenonies.

(3) Provide appropriate publicity.

(4) Provide plaque exchange gui dance as necessary
bet ween current hol ders and new w nners.

d. Chief of Naval Operations. The Chief of Naval

Operations wll select and announce the w nners based upon the
recomrendati ons provided by the Conmander, Naval Safety Center.
Awards wi Il be presented at suitable cerenpnies by the CNO or

hi s desi gnated representative.

8. Report. The reporting requirenment contained in paragraph 7
is exenpt fromreports control by SECNAVI NST 5214. 2B.

Di stribution:
SNDL 21A (Fleet Commanders in Chief)
22A (Fl eet Commander s)
24A (A r Force Commanders)
24D (Surface Force Conmanders)
28A (Carrier G oup)
28B (Cruiser-Destroyer G oup)
28C (Surface Group and Force Representative)
28D (Destroyer Squadron)
28J (Combat Logistics Goup and Det achnent
29A (Guided Mssile Cruiser (CG (CGN))
29E (Destroyer (DD) 963 Cl ass)
29AA (Guided Mssile Frigate (FFGQ)
32C (Ammunition Ship (AE))



32H
41A
41B
41C
413

42E

42U
42CC
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(Fast Conmbat Support Ship (AOE))

(Commander, MsSC)

(Area Commanders, MSC)

(Sub- Area Conmanders, MSC)

(Mlitary Sealift Command M Ilitary Departnments
(USNS KI LAUEA (T-AE 26), only))

(Type Wng Commanders ( COVHELTACW NGLANT,
COVHELTACW NGPAC, COVHSLW NGLANT, COVHSLW NGPAC,
only))

(Hel i copter Combat Support Squadron (HC))

(Heli copter Anti-Submarine Squadron, Light (HSL))
(NO9, NO8, N09B, N86, N863C, N88)



